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LOWELL — Continuing efforts to support the state’s vast network of trails, the Baker-
Polito Administration today announced $5 million in MassTrails Grants to 71 projects
throughout the Commonwealth. The grants will provide assistance for the construction,
maintenance, and improvements for a variety of public trails throughout the state trails
system, such as hiking trails, bikeways, and shared-use paths. The announcement was
made by Lieutenant Governor Polito during an event in Lowell.
“Massachusetts is home to thousands of miles of public trails, and today’s MassTrails
Grants will aid in the improvement of these trails and assist in the creation of new sections
for the public to enjoy,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The MassTrails Grants serve as a
great example of our administration’s dedication to ensuring that the Commonwealth’s
natural, cultural, and recreational resources remain accessible for years to come.”
“Our administration is proud to prioritize the state trails system, which builds community
pride, connects municipalities, and improves quality of life throughout Massachusetts,”
said Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “By working in partnership to support these 71 trail
projects, we are able to invest in the enhancement of our communities, and ensure natural
resources are protected and available for all to appreciate and enjoy.”
MassTrails Grants focus on the improvement of existing trails, the construction of new
trails, and the maintenance of the statewide trail system. This year’s projects include
facility landscaping and amenities installation; land surveys and design plans; evaluation
of off-road bikeway connections; culvert repair and gradient restoration; hiring of trail staff;
structure construction; installation and maintenance of directional and interpretive trail
signage; development and creation of GIS mapping and trails guides; purchasing of trail
maintenance equipment; and upgrading existing trails to accessible trail standards.
“The 2019 MassTrails Grants showcase diverse trail projects throughout Massachusetts,
and will ultimately increase outdoor recreational opportunities and encourage residents
and visitors to lead healthy active lifestyles,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA)
Secretary Kathleen Theoharides. “The Baker-Polito Administration remains committed to
supporting municipalities and local organizations to achieve our shared goal to conserve
and protect the Commonwealth’s natural resources while also increasing access to the
natural world around us.”
“The Baker-Polito Administration is pleased to continue working with residents,
community leaders, and other stakeholders to design and build a connected network of
shared-use paths for mobility and recreation throughout the Commonwealth,” said
Transportation Secretary and CEO Stephanie Pollack. “These grant awards will allow
continued investments in our trail networks, closing gaps that exist, expanding the shared-
use path network, and enabling more members of the public to reach destinations in a
safe, efficient, and healthy manner.”
Funding for MassTrails Grants comes from the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) capital budget, and from the motor fuel excise tax
on off-road vehicles including ATV’s and snowmobiles, which is provided by the U.S.
Department of Transportation and the Federal Surface Transportation Act, in coordination
with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT). All MassTrails Grant
applications have been reviewed in consultation with an inter-agency MassTrails Team
(/welcome-to-masstrails) and the Massachusetts Recreational Trails Advisory Board (MARTAB).
Additionally, each recipient matches awarded grants with a minimum of twenty percent in
funding or in-kind services for the designated project. This year’s total investment,
including matching funds, is approximately $14 million. In order to meet their funding
obligation, an organization is able to utilize a variety of methods to fund at least twenty
percent of the project’s total cost to receive the grant. Methods include in-kind labor and
professional services, material donations, use of equipment, or a cash match. Funding is
made available to registered non-profits and municipal, state, and federal agencies.
“This grant is going to improve our snowmobile trail signage for years to come, I want to
say thank you to the Baker-Polito Administration and DCR for these funds,” said Adam
Sokoloski, Conway Snowmobile Club.
“We are very excited to receive this grant,” said Mark Emmons, Bourne Rail Trail. “It is
going to be instrumental for our design efforts to connect the Cape Cod Canal to the
Shining Sea Bike Path.”
“We want to thank the Baker-Polito Administration for establishing the MassTrails
program,” said Colleen Abrams, Wachusett Greenways. “Multi-use tails are the new front
porch of our communities and Wachusett Greenways is thrilled to continue to partner in
building the Mass Central Rail Trail.”
“Mass Audubon is delighted to received support from the Baker-Polito Administration and
DCR to construct an accessible trail to provide recreational opportunities to all at our
Tidmarsh Wildlife Sanctuary in Plymouth,” Mary Griffin, Mass Audubon.
“This grant will help connect all of our ski  trails together and enhance the Greylock Glenn
as a place for all ages to recreate,” said Heather Linscott, Thunderbolt Ski Runners. “We
thank the Baker-Polito Administration and DCR for their partnership in this important
project.”
MassTrails Grant projects are located within the following municipalities: Adams, Amherst,
Ashfield, Athol, Avon, Barnstable, Belchertown, Belmont, Boston, Bourne, Braintree,
Brockton, Cambridge, Conway, Dedham, Deerfield, Edgartown, Fitchburg, Franklin,
Foxboro, Groton, Great Barrington, Hancock, Hardwick, Hawley, Holden, Holliston, Ipswich,
Kingston, Lawrence, Leverett, Lowell, Lunenburg, Lynn, Malden, Mansfield, Marblehead,
Marshfield, Melrose, Montague, Monterey, Needham, New Bedford, Newton, North Adams,
Orange, Palmer, Pembroke, Plainfield, Plymouth, Rowley, Salem, Salisbury, Sandisfield,
Savoy, Sheffield, Somerville, Springfield, Sturbridge, Sunderland, Swampscott, Townsend,
Waltham, Ware, Westborough, Westfield, West Tisbury, Wendell, Whately, Williamstown,
Winsor, and Worthington. A full list and brief description of each of the 71 projects
receiving a grant can be found on the MassTrails Grants webpage (/guides/masstrails-grants).
“We must continue to take concrete steps to ensure our open space and recreational
opportunities remain accessible for future generations to come,” said Senate President
Karen Spilka (D-Ashland). “These MassTrails Grants will go a long way in helping our
communities utilize their open space and bring benefits to local communities while
helping advance our broader environmental goals in the Commonwealth.”
“I am extremely grateful to the Baker-Polito Administration for these generous grants to
support our hiking trails and bike paths in the Plymouth and Barnstable District,” said
State Senator Vinny deMacedo (R-Plymouth). “The trails and paths supported by these
grants are assets to our economy that attract visitors and local residents to enjoy the
natural beauty of Plymouth and Cape Cod. These projects are extremely important to
these communities, and I am excited that the Administration’s continued partnership will
allow them to be enjoyed by many future generations.”
“Creating the Connector Trail to connect the Concord River Greenway to the Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail has long been a priority of the city of Lowell as we continue to work to
provide accessible opportunities both for recreation and pedestrian traffic, getting more
people out of their cars and onto their feet,” said State Senator Ed Kennedy (D-Lowell).
“Showcasing aerosol art along the path makes for a unique and interesting outdoor art
gallery for all to enjoy. I am looking forward to the completion of this exciting project.”
“I would like to thank the Baker-Polito Administration for awarding the MassTrails grants
which will further enhance public trails in the Greater Lowell area,” said State
Representative Thomas A. Golden, Jr. (D-Lowell), Chairman of the Joint Committee on
Telecommunications, Utilities, and Energy. “These grants will facilitate significant
improvements to the Connector Trail project in Lowell by paving a portion which connects
pedestrians to shopping centers and neighborhoods, as well as allow the creation of a
digital, interactive map of trails in the Greater Lowell area.”
“It is always great to see the Administration’s commitment to our city,” said State
Representative David Nangle (D-Lowell). “This grant means access to more open
recreational space for our residents to enjoy.”
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EEA seeks to protect, preserve, and enhance the Commonwealth’s environmental
resources while ensuring a clean energy future for the state’s residents. Through
the stewardship of open space, protection of environmental resources, and
enhancement of clean energy, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs works tirelessly to make Massachusetts a wonderful place to live, work, and
raise a family.
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DCR manages state parks and oversees more than 450,000 acres throughout
Massachusetts. It protects, promotes, and enhances the state’s natural, cultural,
and recreational resources.
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